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Creating a home page

The first step is the creation of a simple word processing document that contains information that you want to include about yourself, hobbies and interests.  A plain document, saved as a text file with an .htm extension is all that is needed to start a web document.  

Inserted around the information describing you will be some special coded notes called  HTML tags.  These special coded notes tell web browsers how to display your information as a web document.

The standard file name to use for your home page is index.htm
A sample HTML file

<HTML>

<HEAD>

<TITLE> title goes here, will appear at the top of the screen </TITLE>

</HEAD>

<BODY>

<H1> your name </H1>

your personal information to be included in your homepage

</BODY>

</HTML>

HTML tags

Markup tags - tell the browser how to display the text you have decided to include in your home page.  While there are many HTML tags, a few basic tags needed to get you started on your homepage are listed below.

<HTML> </HTML> 


indicates the document is written in html.  Must be the first and last tags of a web document

<HEAD>  </HEAD>

· designate the head of the program

· can include the title

<BODY> </BODY>


Indicates the beginning of the document body.  Text, graphics, links, etc. are placed here.

<TITLE> </TITLE>

· designate the title of the document

· appears at the top of the screen

· should be the most prominent text

<Hy> </Hy>


· designates headings

· six levels, 1 through 6, 1 the most prominent

· number replaces y

<P>  </P> 


· represents paragraph

· designates a new paragraph

· </P> closing tag can be omitted 

<B>  </B>


Bold text

<I>  </I>


Italic text

<TT>  </TT>


Typewriter text, fixed length

Links

The chief power of HTML comes from its ability to link regions of text and images to another document.  The browser highlights these regions usually with color and/or underlines to indicate that they are hypertext links.  Files of local links must reside in the same directory as the homepage.

A represents anchor. <A>  </A>   

· local
<A HREF=“filename.htm” > link phrase </A>

· remote
<A HREF=http://www.website.ext > link phrase </A>

Background

Background Color can be changed by replacing the first <BODY> tag with

<BODY  BGCOLOR=?  TEXT=?  LINK=? > The TEXT and LINK arguments are optional.  Where ? can be replaced with any approved color or hexdecimal value that represents an approved color.  A list of approved colors will be provided.

Background Graphics can load an image and use it as a background when displaying a page.  A background graphic can be used as a wallpaper by replacing the first <BODY> tag with  <BODY  BACKGROUND=“filename.gif”>.

<HR>  </HR>

horizontal rule (draws a line)

<BR>  </BR>


line break, causes a carriage return

Unordered Lists

<UL>

<LI>  text goes here

<LI>  text goes here

<LI>  text goes here

<LI>  text goes here…there is no limit to the number of lines

</UL>

Ordered Lists

<OL>

<LI>  text goes here

<LI>  text goes here

<LI>  text goes here…there is no limit to the number of lines

</OL>

Comments

<! --  your comment goes here -- >

<!--  edited by your name on mm/dd/yy -- >

Images

It is possible to include pictures and graphics in your home page.  There are free images on the Internet that can be downloaded and it is also possible to scan your own photos to be used on your home page.  To obtain these ‘free’ images use one of the search engines (Alta Vista, Yahoo, Excite….) and search for “free clipart”.  The only image files that web browsers will display are those that are saved in a *.gif  or *.jpg format.  However, you must be careful not to violate copyright laws when downloading information, pictures, images, etc; from the internet.  All information displayed on the Internet is protected by copyright laws.  Permission of the owner is needed unless the site is designated as free.   To include images in your homepage include the following line

<IMG SRC = filename.gif>   OR   <IMG SRC = filename.jpg>

To save images from the WWW simply position the mouse pointer on the item, click the right mouse button and select save image as from the menu.  Make sure that your Homepage directory is the target of your save.  It is not necessary to change the filename, but make sure the extension is gif or jpg.  The image file should be saved in the same directory as the homepage.  

Enhanced homepage with remote and local links shown below

<HTML>

<HEAD>

<TITLE> Homepage of your name </TITLE>

</HEAD>

<BODY>

<CENTER><H1> your name </H1></CENTER>

<HR>

Some of my interests are listed below;

<UL>

<LI><A HREF = “ski.txt” > Skiing </A>

<LI>Bowling

<LI>I like to visit <A HREF = http://www.psu.edu > Penn State </A>

</UL>

</BODY>

</HTML>
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Local link “ski.txt” is shown below.

<HTML>

<HEAD>

<TITLE> Ski Page</TITLE>

</HEAD>

<BODY>

this is my skiing page

</BODY>

</HTML>
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